Rio Tinto Aluminium move to protect forests from clearing through carbon pooling plan welcomed
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The Wilderness Society today welcomed the move by mining giant Rio Tinto Aluminum Ltd (RTA) to protect the carbon stored in forests and woodlands vulnerable to clearing through the introduction of a new carbon pooling system.

The RTA scheme involves purchasing legally issued land clearing permits from landowners to stop the release of carbon through land clearing. 

“It is past time that Australia placed an economic value on its standing carbon stocks and properly assessed the impact of clearing and logging of different forest and woodland systems on those stocks”, said Virginia Young from The Wilderness Society.

As the Stern Report notes, curbing deforestation is a highly cost effective way of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. “The world’s forests and woodlands are an important part of the global carbon cycle and help regulate the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.” 

“They are also a major carbon bank. If a forest is cleared or logged, it’s like someone stealing money from your bank account. You might start saving again, but it will take many years before your savings are recovered. It can take 300 years for the carbon to grow back” Ms Young said.

“While we don’t want major greenhouse gas producers like RTA to ignore their obligation to reduce their own greenhouse gas emissions it is important to recognize that the ecosystem services provided by Australia’s native forests and woodlands play an essential role in the battle to combat climate change. Protecting our forests and woodlands from logging and clearing should be a core component of any plan that aims to ameliorate the impacts of future climate change.” 

“The ‘side benefits’ for biodiversity protection and the wider ecological health of Australia is another critically important plus for initiatives like this” Ms Young concluded.
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