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Avoided Deforestation Key to Early Success in Curbing Greenhouse Gas Emissions
 
Sydney, 8/6/07: Leading conservation groups, Fauna & Flora International, Wildlife Warriors and Humane Society International, and leading carbon trading company, Carbon Pool, today called on the Prime Minister to ensure that ‘avoided deforestation’ in our region is included in any carbon emissions trading system developed for Australia.   
 
Carbon Pool CEO, Dorjee Sun, noted that as much as 25% of all anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions are attributable to deforestation, peat drainage, uncontrolled fires, land degradation and other unsustainable land management practices around the world.  “To help our regional neighbours, especially Indonesia, reduce deforestation by creating alternative markets based on protecting natural carbon stores is the most cost-effective deal currently available to emitters needing to purchase credits or offset their impacts,” Mr Sun said.  “We have already negotiated a world-first carbon trade between Rio Tinto Ltd and six Queensland pastoralists whereby RTL paid to prevent the clearing of 12,000 ha. of native vegetation by landholders with permits to do so.  Major emitters in Australia can make an immediate and  cost-effective contribution to reducing their contribution to climate change by paying to prevent deforestation.”
 
Fauna & Flora International’s Australian representative, Joe Heffernan, said that, with more than a hundred years experience and with operations in more than forty countries, FFI was perfectly placed to help the Australian government develop the ‘avoided deforestation’ component of a comprehensive emissions trading system. "Our organisation’s traditional approach to securing conservation gains in developing countries is to work with local communities to help develop alternative livelihoods," Mr Heffernan said. "We are confident that, with a clear prospect of economic benefits flowing from decisions they make to conserve the carbon in the landscapes they rely upon, many local communities will be keen to engage. This process enables communities in developing countries to improve their livelihoods without sacrificing their natural resources. It  ensures a positive outcome for the most marginalised stakeholders, while simultaneously making a measurable positive impact on global carbon emissions,”
Meanwhile, Michael Hornby CEO of Wildlife Warriors, urged Prime Minister Howard to ensure that an emissions trading regime was established in Australia that not only allowed for the participation of big industry but also facilitated the desire of philanthropic foundations, small business and ordinary mums and dads to make their contribution to saving the Planet.  "Including 'avoided deforestation'  in an emissions trading market is an historic opportunity to align commercial and conservation imperatives in developing countries - for the first time, it can be in the best economic interests of communities to protect their environment rather than destroy it," Mr Hornby said.  "This is a grand adventure that we are keen to encourage ordinary people from across the country to get involved in."
Humane Society International's Director, Michael Kennedy, noted that there are enormous nature conservation gains to be had by protecting those few remaining large intact tracts of tropical rainforest around the world.  "Our nearest neighbour, Indonesia, has several such tracts of critical rainforest. The Governors of three Indonesian Provinces have signed agreements establishing a moratorium on granting new licences to clear forest for oil palm plantations in anticipation of positive engagement from Australia," Mr Kennedy revealed.  "While it is terribly exciting that the Australian Government has already allocated $200M to establish the systems, institutions and frameworks needed to deliver verifiable and enduring cuts in deforestation in return for fair payment, participation in the emissions trading market is needed to leverage the much larger sums of money needed to secure the very large and achievable reductions in deforestation on offer from Indonesia."

In conclusion HSI global programs adviser Alistair Graham noted that, leveraging corporate and private money into reducing tropical deforestation in developing countries would deliver immediate benefits for endangered wildlife and long term benefits for local communities with custodial responsibilities.  "Indonesia's orangutan would be the first to thank Prime Minister Howard for being a little more broadminded in his thinking on carbon emissions trading - a million tonnes less emitted from cleared forests and drained peat swamps in Indonesia is just the same as a million tonnes less emitted from power stations in Australia - and can be achieved much faster and much cheaper," Mr Graham said.  "Avoided deforestation is a potentially huge, up-front, one-off contribution to reducing carbon emissions and it can be done quickly and cheaply while more costly technological change and structural adjustment options are being developed.   Inclusion of avoided deforestation allows governments to commit to swift and substantial cuts in emissions without hazarding the economy."
For media comment please call: 
 Alistair Graham, HSI:
0439568376, Dorjee Sun, Carbon Pool: 0439478992, Joe Heffernan, FFI: 0420713137, Michael Hornby, Wildlife Warriors: 075436 2119 or Michael Kennedy, HSI: 041 6215517

Carbon Conservation/Carbon Pool: An ethical company focused on carbon financed conservation. Partnering with conservation charities working on innovative financial instruments to value and preserve nature. Carbon Conservation is the project proponent for Avoided Deforestation in Indonesia: Aceh, Papua and Papua Barat and will be coordinating project sponsors and advisors including the brokering of carbon credits sales.

Fauna Flora International: The oldest conservation charity in the world founded in 1903 based in Cambridge. FFI has established operations in 45 countries with Sir David Attenborough as Vice President and the Queen as Patron, currently joint administrator of the $15M World Bank environmental initiative in Aceh. FFI is a key on the ground implementing agency in Indonesia.

Wildlife Warriors Worldwide: An Australian based conservation charity established by Steve and Terri Irwin. Working with major media, companies, stakeholders and the community, Wildlife Warriors enjoys huge public appeal from founders, the Irwin’s to make conservation part of our daily lives.

Humane Society International: HSI is a part of the largest NGO membership/activist organisation in the world, with approximately 10 million supporters. HSI Australia has 40,000 supporters. Its parent organisation The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) and its affiliates implements or financially supports conservation/development projects in dozens of developing countries.

